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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
1. In order to ensure sustainable development, the countries of the region adopted Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) policies as a basic preventive mechanism for protecting the environment. The general 
purpose of EIA is to enhance development projects by preventing, minimizing, mitigating or compensating 
for their potential adverse environmental and, often, social impacts.  All the Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) member States have introduced EIA regulations for the protection 
of their environment, which have been implemented with varying degrees of success. 
 
2. The wide disparity in the stringency with which EIA policies are implemented may, in some cases, 
lead to the loss of various economic opportunities and a flight of foreign investment to countries with less 
stringent EIA policies. Furthermore, some large-scale activities which might cause significant adverse 
transboundary impacts may also cause transboundary environmental disputes. Harmonization of EIA policies 
in the ESCWA region is considered the first step towards preventing transboundary environmental disputes 
and should help to avoid environmental dumping. 
 
3. In an attempt to integrate environmental concerns into the mainstream of development in the region 
and without any negative socio-economic implications, ESCWA held the Expert Group Meeting to address 
the issue of developing harmonized regional environmental impact assessment for member States.  
 
4. The main objectives of the Meeting were to: 
 
 (a) Assess the current situation with respect to the adequacy of institutional, legislative and technical 
competence needed for the proper implementation and enforcement of EIA policies in the ESCWA region; 
 
 (b) Enhance the capacity of ESCWA member States to promote the institutionalization of EIA at all 
levels of decision-making; 
 
 (c) Identify and assess the risk of creating pollution havens in some ESCWA member States as a 
result of inharmonious EIA policies; 
 
 (d) Facilitate closer cooperation among ESCWA member States so as to promote dialogue and 
exchange of information on EIA issues in a transboundary context; 
 
 (e) Explore the best way of avoiding the emergence of pollution havens (environmental dumping) 
through regional cooperation and harmonization of EIA policies; 
 
 (f) Develop a practical framework and establish realistic guidelines for the harmonization of EIA in 
the ESCWA region. 
 
5. The purpose of the Meeting was to encourage competent national environmental authorities to 
introduce appropriate mitigation measures, without worrying about the potential migration of economic 
opportunities to neighbouring competitor countries, and contribute to the development of human resources 
by sharing success stories and avoiding experiences of failure. The Meeting provided a forum for policy- and 
decision-makers in the region to explore the need for harmonized EIA and strategies for achieving it, in order 
to avoid exploitation by developers seeking locations in countries of the region. Ultimately, this should 
prevent the ESCWA region becoming a pollution haven. 
 
6. Despite the efforts made by some countries to include non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in the 
EIA process, the Meeting concluded that, in some, public commitment is still less than the minimum 
required for any significant EIA process. Some countries also lack firm political commitment to adopting 
EIA as a routine, nonnegotiable planning and decision-making tool, and EIA is still perceived as a case of 
procedure prevailing over value and purpose, whereby legislation leads to the production of expensive, 
impressive, but useless, reports. 
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7. Socio-economic assessment has not been treated as an inherent part of the EIA process, along with the 
physical and biological environment. Many countries of the region prefer to treat socio-economic impacts 
separately, so EIA includes only those socio-economic impacts that are directly related to environmental 
resources and affected communities. 
 
8. In most countries, decision-makers are still tuned towards mitigation measures (the post hoc approach) 
rather than the “cradle to grave” or, better, “cradle to cradle” approach. For various reasons, the 
implementation of Pollution Prevention Programmes (PPP) and Reduce, Reuse and Recycle (RRR) 
approaches have not been fully adopted or institutionalized as an inherent part of EIA policies.  
 
9. There was agreement on the need to develop harmonized methodologies for applying EIA in a 
transboundary context for large-scale projects and major regional development programmes. There is 
insufficient awareness by decision-makers of the need for harmonized EIA policies in the ESCWA region as 
a fundamental means of integrating national economies into regional, and then global, economies, and the 
role of both central and local government, including Competent Environmental Authorities (CEAs), in 
carrying out the harmonization process is unclear and ill-defined. 
 
10. Existing national legislation and institutions should be reexamined and enhanced to ensure that EIA is 
fully integrated into decision-making so that a comprehensive environmental management approach can be 
implemented. 
 
11. Cumulative environmental effects should be included in the screening and scoping process. The 
cumulative environmental effect of the synergy, interaction and interdependency of a proposed project with 
other existing and potential projects and activities should not be overlooked. The contribution of a proposed 
project to those cumulative effects should therefore be a major factor influencing decision-making. 
 
12. Countries should incorporate EIA provisions in existing and new bilateral and multilateral treaties or 
agreements with potential environmental implications. 
 

I.  INTRODUCTION 
 
13. The Meeting on the development of harmonized environmental impact assessment in the ESCWA 
region was jointly organized by the secretariat of ESCWA, the United Nations Environment Programme, 
Regional Office for Western Asia (UNEP/ROWA), the Technical secretariat of the Council of Arab 
Ministers Responsible for Environment (CAMRE), and the Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
(DESA). The meeting was held at United Nations House, Beirut from 11 to 13 April 2001.  
 
14. Environmental experts designated by the Governments of nine member States, Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, 
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syrian Arab Republic, United Arab Emirates and Yemen, attended.  
 
15. Representatives of various United Nations organizations and specialized agencies, other Arab 
institutions, and regional and international organizations, as well as representatives of academic institutions, 
research centres, NGOs, and the private sector in Lebanon also attended.  
 
16. The Meeting adopted the proposed organization of work (E/ESCWA/ENR/2001/WG.1/L.2). 
 
17. Documentation consisted of background papers prepared by the ESCWA secretariat, and papers 
prepared by a consultant from ESCWA and a regional adviser on the environment from the UN Economic 
Commission for Europe. Country papers by Government-designated experts and papers prepared by 
representatives from regional and international organizations, such as the International Center for 
Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA), the Arab Center for the Studies of Arid Zones and Dry 
Lands (ACSAD), and the Centre for Environment and Development for Arab Region and Europe 
(CEDARE), were also presented (see list of documents, annex III). 
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II.  OPENING OF THE MEETING 
 
18. The Meeting was held under the patronage of His Excellency Dr. Michel Moussa, Lebanese Minister 
of Environment. In his speech, the Minister welcomed the participants and emphasized the role played by the 
Ministry in following environmental protection policies through prevention and considering EIA a sound 
tool for the conservation of the environment and protecting from unregulated, unsustainable consumption. 
He outlined the environmental legislation his Ministry had introduced and explained its importance for the 
implementation of EIA. He stressed the importance of harmonizing environmental legislation among Arab 
member States.  
 
19. Ms. Mervat Tallawy, Executive Secretary of ESCWA, welcomed the participants and stressed the 
importance of the Meeting, since EIA was the best tool for ensuring sustainable development. She said 
experts would evaluate EIA policies and try to find the best means of harmonizing them to prevent the 
migration of foreign projects to Arab countries because of lack of strict environmental legislation, which 
would lead to environmental dumping in the ESCWA region. She concluded by saying that the participants 
were the leading experts from regional and international organizations who would enrich discussions and 
produce appropriate conclusions and recommendations for the region. 
 
20. Mr. Omar Touqan, Chief of the Energy, Natural Resources and Environment Division, said the 
Meeting was part of ENRED’s 2000-2001 work programme and would seek to develop harmonized EIA and 
draft appropriate recommendations for the region. He added that the Meeting would provide an opportunity 
for Government representatives and experts to share the experiences of their countries and organizations and 
identify best practices in the EIA field. 
 

III.  WORKING PAPERS 
 
21. The Meeting focused on the following themes: (a) evaluation of current EIA practices in ESCWA 
member countries; (b) developing a framework and drafting guidelines for the harmonization of EIA policies 
appropriate for the ESCWA region; (c) European experience in developing a convention on EIA in a 
transboundary context; and (d) impact assessment on land degradation and biodiversity. Particular attention 
was paid to EIA in a transboundary context and the consequences of the lack of regional harmonization on 
the potential for environmental dumping.  Fourteen papers were delivered and discussed.  
 
22. The following papers were presented by the ESCWA secretariat: 
 
(a) Evaluation of environmental impact assessment policies in selected ESCWA countries 

 
23. The paper reviewed the EIA process in all its stages, assessed the legislative, institutional and technical 
aspects of EIA policies and reviewed the common institutional capacity problems encountered in selected 
ESCWA member States, namely, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon and Yemen. The paper then described 
environmental screening processes for projects and identified the constraints hindering full implementation. 
Suggestions were made for improving environmental screening in selected member States.  The scoping 
process and ways of increasing its effectiveness were presented, along with methods for identifying key 
impacts and specifying alternatives and preventive measures. It went on to describe the evaluation of an EIA 
study and resultant decision-making. The paper reviewed the major obstacles to developing and 
implementing EIA policies, and identified the capacity enhancement measures needed for the development 
and full implementation of EIA policies in the selected ESCWA countries.     
 
(b) Development of guidelines for harmonized environmental impact assessment for the ESCWA region 
 
24. The paper had two main objectives: (a) to explore the need to harmonize the environmental 
regulations, standards and processes governing the development and implementation of EIA policies; and (b) 
to analyse the need for Transboundary Environmental Impact Assessment (TEIA) in the region and the main 
related issues and difficulties that should be subject to negotiation and agreement among ESCWA member 
States. In addition to highlighting the potential role of ESCWA in paving the way to TEIA and achieving 
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harmonization, the paper thoroughly reviewed the potential economic implications of the implementation of 
EIA policies and evaluated the need for harmonization and its benefits. It also described the obstacles to full 
implementation of the EIA process, reviewed the need for TEIA in the ESCWA region and the obstacles to 
it, as well as the role that ESCWA might play in this respect. 
 
25. The UN/ECE Regional Adviser on Environment presented the following paper: 
 
(c) The UN/ECE Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context 
 
26. The paper described the development of the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a 
Transboundary Context, which was adopted in February 1991 at Espoo, Finland and came into force in 
September 1997, in response to environmental challenges in Europe. It described EIA procedure, including 
the main procedural steps, in addition to the substance of EIA documentation. It highlighted the 
implementation of EIA and, in particular, the provisions and mechanisms that can be used to promote 
conflict prevention and the settlement of disputes about transboundary environmental issues. It also reviewed 
the practical applications of the Convention, and its role in enhancing transboundary cooperation in Europe.  
 
27. Representatives from regional organizations presented the following papers: 
 
(d) Impact assessment on land degradation and biodiversity in West Asia (ICARDA) 
 
28. The paper discussed biodiversity and agro-biodiversity in the region. It described ten natural resources 
management projects which use GIS and remote sensing techniques to assess land degradation in the region, 
accompanied by field studies with farmers. It stressed the importance of agro-biodiversity in securing food 
for local communities, and the threats to it, ranging from deforestation and the cultivation of rangelands to 
urbanization. It presented various databases that indicate the status of agro-biodiversity in the region, 
including genetic diversity data, geo-referencing data linked to the GIS system and global data on wheat 
crops. It concluded by describing in situ and ex situ conservation in the region. 
 
(e) Status of land degradation in Western Asia Arab countries and measures taken to combat it since Rio 

Conference 1992 (ACSAD) 
 
29. The paper described the current status of land degradation in the Western Asia region where 90 per 
cent of the area is either desert or vulnerable to desertification. It reviewed the efforts made and the national 
strategies developed to combat desertification, and concluded by describing the institutional measures taken 
to implement Agenda 21 in this regard. 
 
(f) Decision-support system for assessment of environmental impacts associated with irrigation projects  

(CEDARE) 
 
30. This paper discussed the development of software on EIA in relation to the execution of irrigation 
projects which would help decision-makers select the best options and identify the best mitigation measures 
for each project. The expected impacts were five-fold: impact on natural resources and biological life, as 
well as socio-economic, economic and political impacts. The paper presented different sections of the 
software and how to use it. 
 
31. Nine country papers were presented reviewing the current status of EIA in ESCWA member States: 
 
(g) Iraqi experience of EIA policies  
 
32. The Iraqi paper described EIA procedures and EIA-related legislation. It evaluated capacities for and 
problems involved in implementing EIA in Iraq and reviewed the impact of large-scale projects in a 
transboundary context and the migration of foreign investment to the region. It concluded by stressing the 
importance of harmonizing EIA policies for social and economic development in the ESCWA region and 
assessing the potential of harmonization as a necessary tool for promoting conflict prevention and 
overcoming major environmental problems.  
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(h) United Arab Emirates practices in implementing environmental impact assessment 
 
33. The paper reviewed the institutions and legislatives bodies in the country and EIA-related laws and 
regulations. It briefly described the newly developed policies and procedures followed by the environmental 
authorities in implementing EIA processes. 
 
(i) Environmental impact assessment in Qatar 
 
34. The paper presented the EIA system in Qatar, covering all the Government departments involved in 
the EIA process. It outlined the procedure industries should follow to obtain Government clearance. It also 
discussed the obstacles to full implementation of EIA in Qatar, which include political, legislative and 
economic factors and lack of public participation, and highlighted the importance of harmonized standards 
for more effective policy.  
 
(j) Environmental management in Saudi Arabia: an overview of environmental  
 impact assessment procedures 
 
35. The paper reviewed MEPA’s responsibility for including environmental concerns in all development 
plans, which has resulted in the establishment of an EIA department.  It also reviewed various measures 
taken by MEPA to ensure proper implementation of EIA policies in the Kingdom, set out the political, 
legislative, technical, institutional and public participation problems that impede full application, and 
described the Saudi management mechanism for the implementation of large-scale projects. It concluded by 
putting forward recommendations for the harmonization of EIA policies in the ESCWA region. 
 
(k) Syrian experience in EIA 
 
36. The paper focused on the legislative framework in the country and reviewed EIA regulations and the 
obstacles to full implementation. It described the areas covered by the National Environmental Action Plan. 
 
(l) Harmonization of EIA: an Egyptian perspective 
 
37. The paper reviewed the EIA system in Egypt, the problems encountered in the past seven years and the 
attempts to solve them, and how the system had evolved in response to the pressure and obstacles 
encountered. It described the impact of economic development on the environment, especially in the context 
of poor implementation of the EIA system and lack of EIA legislation. It highlighted Egyptian attempts to 
study transboundary impacts and a management mechanism to mitigate them. It also gave the Egyptian view 
of how the issue of EIA harmonization in the region should be tackled and followed up and priorities set. 
The paper described the regional EIA harmonization project sponsored by METAP for 14 Mediterranean 
countries, where Egypt successfully harmonized EIA policies, especially by developing guidelines for the 
EIA process. 
 
(m) EIA in Oman 
 
38. The paper described current procedures for implementing the EIA system in the Sultanate of Oman, 
including the mechanism used and the practices involved in the process. It set out the problems hindering 
implementation of the EIA system and presented an environmental action plan in this connection. A request 
for harmonized EIA policy was stressed and several recommendations were made. 
 
(n) Environmental impact assessment system in Lebanon: an evaluation of the need for  
 harmonizing the EIA policies in the ESCWA member States 
 
39. The paper detailed the establishment of a comprehensive EIA system in Lebanon, described the current 
status of the system, and reviewed the factors that may facilitate or hinder its implementation. It highlighted 
the impact of EIA policy on economic development, with an emphasis on foreign investment. It stressed the 
importance of adopting international environmental conventions to avoid the creation of pollution havens 
and considered that ESCWA countries already have a harmonized EIA system, since they follow the same 
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international EIA guidelines, in addition to the METAP regional Institutional Strengthening Project for such 
harmonization. Recommendations were made for achieving better, more harmonized EIA systems in the 
ESCWA region.  
 
(o) Application of environmental impact assessment in Yemen 
 
40. This paper described national policy on EIA, including the legislation and activities requiring EIA, and 
procedures. It reviewed the EIA guidelines required for projects, which must be evaluated before 
implementation. It reviewed the EIA development process, including screening, guidelines, the creation of an 
EIA authority, training, and related awareness activities. It also described the present state of EIA 
implementation, including the institutional and legal frameworks. The paper concluded by reviewing 
Yemen’s experience of EIA implementation and the lessons learned from it.    
 

IV.  EVALUATION OF THE MEETING 
 
41. At the end of the Meeting, participants were asked to complete the evaluation questionnaire prepared 
by ENRED. The results of the evaluation indicated the following: 
 
 (a) Half of the participants considered the coverage of EIA “very good”, half rated it “good”; 
 
 (b) According to 80 per cent of the participants, the Meeting was very well organized and very well 
coordinated; 
 
 (c) The quality of the information, presentations and discussions were rated “good” and “very good”. 
 
42. A number of suggestions made on the questionnaire can be found in annex IV. 
 

V.  CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

A.  CONCLUSIONS 
 

1. With respect to the evaluation of EIA practices in ESCWA member States 
 
43. A number of obstacles and problems hindering the efficient implementation of EIA in most ESCWA 
member States were identified, including the following: 
 
 (a) Through their competent national environmental authorities (CEAs), most countries have 
established independent entities for EIA, or sections and units attached either to environmental protection 
directorates or environmental planning departments. The trained manpower needed to run those entities 
should be provided and the linkages between those institutions and other government departments clearly 
defined. Chronic shortage of qualified human resources is a continuing challenge in most countries; 
 
 (b) Many countries have either passed new EIA legislation and regulations or are in the process of  
doing so; 
 
 (c) Existing laws and regulations generally provide an adequate foundation and authority for full 
implementation of EIA in most countries; 
 
 (d) In some countries, government red tape and delays lead many project proponents (PPs) to regard 
EIA as simply another set of barriers and impediments to their investments. They consider the process time-
consuming, and an unjustified expense, so there is always hidden resistance to the concept. This often results 
in poor commitment and ineffective implementation; 
 
 (e) In most ESCWA countries, there is no central authority responsible for compiling, validating, 
verifying, analysing, organizing, interpreting and disseminating the environmental data needed to provide the 
baseline environmental conditions necessary for the prediction and/or projection of the environmental 
impacts of projects; 
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 (f) Attempts by some Governments in the region to control NGOs have compromised ability to play 
an independent, impartial role in EIA by representing communities directly affected by projects; 
 
 (g) In most countries, there are no specific procedures for project monitoring during the project 
construction and commissioning stage. Furthermore, post-project monitoring and environmental 
management during operation, maintenance, and decommissioning are almost non-existent; 
 
 (h) Frequently, once an environmental licence for a project has been issued, its conditions are 
virtually ignored because of inadequate inspection, control, enforcement and reporting capacities; 
 
 (i) In some countries, EIA studies are ad hoc and mostly donor rather than demand driven. In these 
countries, EIA is restricted to large development and infrastructure projects in order to satisfy the 
requirements of foreign donors or international funding agencies; 
 
 (j) In general, the practice of EIA in the region tends to overlook the “cumulative environmental 
impacts” of proposed projects. EIA screening and scoping are usually performed in isolation from the 
potential environmental impacts of other projects in the same geographic area with similar and/or different, 
but synergistic, environmental impacts; 
 
 (k) The cumulative environmental effects of small and medium-sized projects have recently been 
suppressed in many countries by the establishment of environmentally regulated industrial zones. The 
environmental management of those zones is reasonably well established in some countries, such as the 
United Arab Emirates, Egypt, Qatar, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, while it still lacks many essential 
elements of efficiency in others; 
 
 (l) Fragmented, scattered, heterogeneous, ambiguous regulations, and inadequate environmental 
standards and by-laws are all obstacles to efficient implementation of EIA studies in some countries; 
 
 (m) Conflict of interest among government authorities is an impediment to effective implementation 
of EIA. In many cases, affected communities are ill-informed until a decision has been taken and the results 
publicized; 
 
 (n) Despite the efforts made by some countries to include NGOs in the EIA process, public 
commitment still lags behind the minimum needed for any significant EIA process; 
 
 (o) Some countries lack a firm political commitment to adopting EIA as a permanent, nonnegotiable 
planning and decision-making tool; 
 
 (p) In some countries, EIA is still perceived as a case of procedure prevailing over value and 
purpose, whereby legislation leads to the production of expensive, impressive, but useless, reports; 
 
 (q) Most EIA studies are intended for development projects in general and industrial projects in 
particular. However, in most ESCWA countries, structural adjustment programmes, and national 
development strategies, regional and sectoral activities, national mega-scale projects with potential socio-
political ramifications are still not subject to EIA studies; 
 
 (r) Socio-economic assessment has not been treated as an inherent part of the EIA process, along 
with the physical and biological environment. Many countries of the region prefer to treat socio-economic 
impacts separately, so EIA includes only those socio-economic impacts that are directly related to 
environmental resources and affected communities; 
 
 (s) In most countries, decision-makers are still tuned towards mitigation measures (the post hoc 
approach) rather than the “cradle to grave” or, better, “cradle to cradle” approach. For various reasons, the 
implementation of PPP and RRR approaches have not so far been fully adopted or institutionalized as an 
inherent part of EIA policies; 
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 (t) In some countries, the environmental authority has no local or branch offices. As a result, the 
screening process is very centralized, leading to serious delays in decision-making; 
 
 (u) CEAs in ESCWA countries usually lack the full range of technical expertise needed to assess the 
adequacy and comprehensiveness of an EIA system. In many cases, the final decisions stem from the 
professional judgment, common sense, experience or intelligent speculation of a single-discipline assessor at 
the CEA. External consultants (individuals or institutions) should be called in to compensate for such 
deficiencies. The qualification and competency of decision-makers are thus another source of deficiency. 
 

2.  With respect to harmonizing EIA in the ESCWA region 
 
44. ESCWA countries have yet to deal with the current and potential eco-dumping practices that might 
result from discrepancies in EIA policies among ESCWA countries. So far, it has been left to each country to 
determine the need for legislation and regulations to deal with environmental dumping. However, if long-
term objectives become more important in a globalizing world market, strict implementation of harmonized 
EIA policies in ESCWA countries will be inevitable sooner or later.  
 
45. It is true that the harmonization of production processes and ambient standards is most desirable in the 
context of addressing transboundary environmental problems. Nonetheless, there are environmental and 
economic limits to harmonization. Process and production methods (PPM) standards, for instance, will have 
to vary from one country to another, according to differences in environmental conditions, resources, level of 
economic development, and social preferences. Such differences help structure a country’s comparative 
advantage in the world market.  
 
46. An excessive level of EIA harmonization would be economically inefficient for the ESCWA region. It 
could remove companies’ incentives to compete by adopting more efficient environmental technologies.  
 
47. At present, environmental cooperation among ESCWA countries is inadequate and, at times, vague. 
The framework for consultation on policies among the member countries is quite loose. 
 
48. There was agreement on the need to develop harmonized methodologies for applying EIA in a 
transboundary context for large-scale projects and major regional development programmes.  
 
49. Harmonization (or at least approximation) of EIA policies might succeed in curbing, or even avoiding, 
environmental dumping in ESCWA member States. This does not mean, however, that such problems have 
been resolved with other developing countries outside the ESCWA region. Many of those countries might be 
chasing dirty industrial projects rejected by ESCWA countries. At this point, the search for a solution to the 
eco-dumping problem would be transferred to the international arena.  
 
50. In most countries, the legal systems specifying the requirements for monitoring and enforcing 
compliance with harmonized EIA policies are insufficient. It is neither sufficient nor auspicious to rely only 
on the traditional command and control approach, with all the associated impediments to effective 
inspection, monitoring and enforcement of harmonized EIA policies. 
 
51. The CEAs responsible for the implementation of harmonized EIA suffer from fragmentation, 
difficulties in coordination, overlapping functions and inadequate technical and human resources.  
 
52. Decision-makers are insufficiently aware of the need for harmonized EIA policies in the ESCWA 
region as a fundamental means of integrating national economies into regional and then global economies. 
 
53. The role of both central and local government, including CEAs, in carrying out the harmonization 
process is unclear and ill-defined. 
 
54. At regional level, most countries have adopted EIA policies that were originally formulated by 
international organizations such as UNEP, the World Bank, Development Banks, and the OECD. At sub-
regional level, the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) has developed uniform EIA regulations to be followed 
by GCC countries. This makes EIA harmonization in the ESCWA region much easier to achieve.  
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B.  RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
55. In the light of the above conclusions, and after extensive discussions by participants representing 
ESCWA member States and the invited guests, the following recommendations were made: 
 

1.  With respect to upgrading EIA practices in ESCWA member States 
 
(a) Recommendations for member States 
 
 (1) Improve collaboration and coordination between government institutions involved in EIA in 
order to cut down the time needed for EIA procedure and minimize the potential increase in the total cost of 
projects.  
 
 (2) Monitoring and reporting requirements should be included and defined as an inherent part of the 
EIA system. The EIA system should clearly indicate: 
 
  a. What, when, and where to monitor?  
  b. Who is responsible for monitoring tasks? 
  c. Report to whom, how often, and in what form? 
 
 (3) Public commitment to EIA should be further encouraged by disclosure of the environmental 
performance indicators of projects to the media and/or concerned parties and NGOs. The public itself could 
exert pressure for projects to comply with environmental requirements and standards.  
 
 (4) Existing national legislation and institutions should be reexamined and enhanced to ensure that 
EIA is fully integrated into decision-making, so that a comprehensive environmental management approach 
can be implemented. 
 
 (5) The scoping process should be undertaken very early in EIA by involving and consulting all 
parties concerned, including stakeholders, advisory groups, NGOs and the affected community. This would 
avoid unnecessary cost and delay, and enable the conflicting interests of the parties involved to be taken into 
account early on.  
 
 (6) Cumulative environmental effects should be embodied in the screening and scoping process. The 
cumulative environmental effect resulting from the synergy, interaction and interdependency of a proposed 
project with other existing and potential projects and activities should not be overlooked. The contribution of 
a proposed project to those cumulative effects should therefore be a major factor influencing decision-
making. 
 
 (7) There is an urgent need to identify the gaps in the current structure of human capacities of all 
types, at all levels, and in all institutions concerned with the EIA process. Adequate correction methods 
should be devised and implemented to fill those gaps and strengthen the human capacity of the institutions 
concerned as soon as possible. 
 
 (8) EIA documentation should be subject to independent review to control the quality and adequacy 
of information prior to decision-making. Meanwhile, the current shortage of adequate skills and expertise in 
the national agencies involved in the EIA evaluation process could be partially compensated for by using 
specialists from various national and local research centres, universities and private consulting firms. Such 
national research and academic institutions and consulting firms have the advantage of being fully aware of 
the institutional frameworks, legal structure, eco-systems and resource bases, as well as the historical, 
cultural and social fabrics of the affected community. In this regard, it might be advisable for the leading 
environmental authority to prepare rosters of accredited and certified national and international EIA experts 
and consulting firms. The choice of experts and consulting firms should be based on professional 
competence, managerial ability, resources available, history of professional impartiality, fairness of fee 
structure, professional integrity and quality control systems. 
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 (9) In order to provide input to EIA, efforts should be made to improve regular integrated 
monitoring programmes and methods for the collection, analysis, storage, reporting and timely dissemination 
of directly comparable data on environmental quality. 
 
 (10) Education and training for managers in the competent environmental authorities and 
practitioners should be regarded as important tools for the practical application and implementation of EIA. 
 
 (11) In order to avoid the sensitive issues of environmental conditionality and jeopardy of national 
sovereignty, EIA should be perceived as being the responsibility of recipient countries and not just that of 
donor countries.  
 
 (12) Ideally, EIA should gradually rely more on national capacities and less on expatriate consultants. 
When expatriate expertise has to be used, national counterparts should be actively involved as a carefully 
designed on-the-job-training programme. 
 
 (13) In order to avoid the decision-making process being influenced by political considerations and to 
ensure the consistent implementation of EIA policies, clear political commitments, backed by empowered 
administrative and legal procedures, need to be strengthened at national level. 
 
 (14) Countries should conduct more research into using various suitable economic instruments as 
efficient tools for enhancing the effectiveness of the prevailing command and control approach. This would 
create business incentives for the development of innovative environmentally sound technologies appropriate 
to the special characteristics of ESCWA countries.  
 
(b) Recommendations for ESCWA 
 
 (1) There was discussion and general agreement on ESCWA’s potential role in enhancing the 
capacity of member States to conduct EIA studies. 
 
 (2) Within its available resources, ESCWA, in cooperation with other regional organizations, should 
focus on strengthening EIA institutional and human resource capacities in member States, particularly the 
use of EIA as an effective tool for identifying community-based development needs. 
 
 (3) ESCWA should coordinate its future EIA activities with other agencies, notably UNEP/ROWA, 
the UNDP, UNIDO, METAP, CEDARE, JCEDAR, and CAMRE to avoid duplication and/or overlap of 
actions. 
 
 (4) When resources are available, ESCWA might publish a compendium of case studies, “Best EIA 
Practices”, for member States to provide examples of integrating environmental concerns in the decision-
making process. 
 
 (5) ESCWA should help member States assess the cumulative environmental impact of projects and 
identify the assimilative capacity of environmental systems, which are lacking in most of the region. This 
would enable member States to accomplish several objectives, such as: providing accurate advice on 
discharge limits, transboundary impacts, siting of new industries, introducing and implementing the system 
of “tradable emission permits”.  
 
 (6) In cooperation with other regional organizations, ESCWA should help member States develop 
simple methods for managing the public commitment in EIA, including the identification of the role and 
expected functions of NGOs. 
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2.  With respect to harmonizing EIA in the ESCWA region 
 
(a) Recommendations for member States 
 
 (1) There should be a minimum degree of harmonization of EIA policies at national and regional 
levels to unify terminologies and procedures and secure a minimum level of coordination through the 
development of a list of terms, to facilitate mutual understanding and enable the EIA to be undertaken in a 
transboundary context. 
 
 (2) Cooperation in the field of EIA in a transboundary context is necessary and should be developed 
and intensified among ESCWA countries, taking into account national sovereignty over natural resources in 
order to enable: 
 
  a. The provision of information, notification and consultation as early as possible in the EIA 

process and prior to decision-making on planned activities with potentially significant 
environmental effects on other countries; 

 
  b. The exchange of environmental data and information on planned activities and their 

potential transboundary effects; 
 
  c. When appropriate, the provision of a mechanism for independent review which may involve 

a joint commission, joint monitoring and preparation of assessment documentation, 
implementation of mutually agreed mitigation measures and means of incorporating the 
views of the affected country into the decision-making process. 

 
 (3) Countries should incorporate EIA provisions in existing and new bilateral and multilateral 
treaties and agreements with potential environmental implications. 
 
 (4) Given the globalization of the world market, strict implementation of EIA policies in ESCWA 
countries is inevitable sooner or later. It would be better for countries to act fast through regional 
negotiations to take appropriate and effective steps towards:  
 
  a. Harmonizing environmental standards and regulations, in general, and EIA policies, in 

particular, as a way of confronting intensifying international environmental restrictions; 
 
  b. Preventing, reducing and controlling significant adverse transboundary environmental 

impacts from development activities in various parts of the region. 
 
(b) Recommendations for ESCWA 
 
 (1) In cooperation with other regional organizations, ESCWA should continue its efforts to bring 
together EIA experts from member countries in meetings, workshops and conferences in order to build trust, 
which is the best vehicle for implementing harmonized EIA and achieving its goals. 
 
 (2) ESCWA should act as a guiding agent in addressing specific regional issues for which there are 
no clear institutional mandates. One of its primary tasks should be to coordinate the efforts of member States 
to develop effective EIA systems through regional negotiations in order to come up with a working 
agreement on a harmonized EIA process. That process could at a later stage be developed further into a 
harmonized transboundary EIA process. 
 
 (3) In cooperation with other regional agencies and organizations, ESCWA should help to initiate 
the process of reaching regional agreements on a harmonized EIA system, as well as transboundary EIA 
procedures for certain environmental problems or subjects of common concern to most member States.  
 
 (4) When requested to do so by member States, ESCWA should assist in the creation of mutual 
understanding on the national legislative and administrative EIA systems and procedures in member States. 
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Since different countries have different EIA procedures, it might be useful to conduct a comparative analysis 
of similarities and differences in procedural requirements for conducting transboundary EIA and national 
EIAs.  
 
 (5) ESCWA should encourage member States to increase transparency and create good working 
relations among government authorities at national and regional levels, to improve the chances of drafting 
and applying harmonized EIA agreements. 
 
 (6) ESCWA should help member States to strengthen the consultative role of the public and NGOs 
in the process of preparation for harmonized EIA agreements. 
 
 (7) When requested to do so by member States, ESCWA, in cooperation with other regional 
organizations, should ensure that adequate measures are taken to strengthen the institutional capabilities of 
parties to comply with the directives and constitutions of harmonized EIA agreements.  
 
 (8) In cooperation with other regional organizations, ESCWA should assist in the development of a 
regional EIA entity to provide advice on the restructuring of the industrial sectors in member States, so as to 
produce cleaner production structures that comply with the long-term objective of sustainable development 
in the region. 
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Annex I 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

A.  ESCWA MEMBER STATES 
 
Egypt 
 
Dr. Ahmed G. Abul-Azm  
Head of Environmental Management Sector 
Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency 
30, Misr-Helwan Road,  
Behind Maadi Sofitel Hotel 
Maadi Post Office, Cairo P.O. Box 955   
Tel.: (202) 5256452, ext. 7304 
Fax: (202) 5256475 
E-mail: eeaa@idsc.gov.eg 
 
Iraq 
 
Mr. Sami Mati Polous 
Director-General 
Regional Planning Department 
Planning Commission 
Karadat Mariam, Baghdad 
P.O. Box 2048 
Tel.: (964-1) 5372955 
Fax: (964-1) 8853653 
 
Lebanon 
 
Mr. Ramez Kayyal 
Head of UPP 
Ministry of Environment  
P.O. Box 70-1091  
Antelias, Beirut 
Tel.: (961- 4) 522222 
Fax: (961- 4) 418911/523161 
E-mail: upp@moe.gov.lb 
 
Ms. Rola Nasreddine 
National Focal Point for EIA 
Ministry of Environment 
P.O. Box 70-1091 
Antelias, Beirut 
Tel.: (961- 4) 522222 
Fax: (961- 4) 418911/523161/524555/525080 
E-mail: r.nasreddine@moe.gov.lb 
 
Ms. Fida Riachi 
Administrative Consultant 
Ministry of Environment 
P.O. Box 70-1091 
Antelias, Beirut 
E-mail: friachi@moe.gov.lb 
 
Ms. Lara Moussa Kallas 
LEDO/UNDP 
Ministry of Environment  
Antelias, Beirut 
P.O. Box 70-1091 
Tel.: (961-3) 974925 
E-mail: lara@moe.gov.lb 

 
Ms. Nancy Khoury 
Public Relations and External Affairs 
Ministry of Environment 
Antelias, Beirut 
Tel.: (961-4) 522222 
Fax: (961-4) 525080 
E-mail: n.khoury@moe.gov.lb. 
 
Mr. Joseph Abdel-Ahad 
General Director of Town Planning 
Ministry of Public Works and Transportation 
Beirut 
Tel.: (961-1) 301919/302076 
Fax: (961-1) 815575/306309 
 
Mr. Ghazi Yehiya Osseiran 
UN/CDR Coordinator 
Council for Development and Reconstruction 
Beirut 
Tel.: (961-1) 981373/4 
Fax: (961-1) 981252/3 
E-mail: ghazio@cdr.gov.lb 
 
Ms. Wafa Sharafeddine Rouhana 
Senior Planner 
Council for Development and Reconstruction 
Beirut 
Tel.: 01-981373/6 
Fax: 01-981252/3 
E-mail: wafac@cdr.gov.lb 
 
Mrs. Amal Karaki 
Senior Sector Specialist 
Council for Development and Reconstruction 
Beirut 
Tel.: (961-1) 981373/4/5 
Fax: (961-1) 981252/3 
E-mail: amalk@cdr.gov.lb 
 
Ms. Samira Sweidan 
Senior Specialist 
Council for Development and Reconstruction 
Beirut 
Tel.: (961-1) 981373/4/5 
Mobile: (961-3) 741974 
Fax: (961-1) 981252/3/1 
E-mail: programmes@cdr.gov.lb   
 samiras@cdr.gov.lb 
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Oman 
 
Mr. Ahmed bin Abdullah Mahroos 
Deputy Director General   
Dhofar Governorate 
Ministry of Regional Municipalities  

and Environment 
P.O. Box 2035 
Salalah 211, Oman 
Tel.: (968) 226002  
Fax: (968) 226012  

 
Qatar 
 
Mr. Abdulhadi Nasser Almarri 
Environmental Researcher 
Supreme Council for the Environment  
 and Natural Reserves 
P.O. Box 7634  
Doha 
Tel.: (974) 4437171 (Ext. 279) 
Fax: (974) 4415246 
E-mail: amarri@mmaa.gov.qa 
 
Saudi Arabia 
 
Mr. Taha M.H. R. Alghazi 
EIA Department Manager 
Meteorology and Environmental Protection 

Administration 
Environmental Protection Administration 
P.O. Box 1358  
Jeddah 21431, Saudi Arabia 
Tel.: (966-2) 6512312 /6517832, ext. 2209 
Fax: (966-2) 6517832 
E-mail: t-alghazi@hotmail.com 

Syrian Arab Republic 
 
Mr. Fouad El-O’k 
Head  
Chemical Safety Department 
Ministry of State for Environmental Affairs 
Tilyani, Damascus  
Tel.: (963 -11) 2234309/3330510 
Fax: (963 -11) 3335645 
E-mail: Env-min@net.sy 
 
United Arab Emirates 
 
Mr. Waiel Basil Mustafa Al-Naimi 
Senior Environmental Technician  
Environmental Impact Assessment  
Federal Environmental Agency  
P.O. Box 5951 
Abu-Dhabi 
Tel.: (971-2) 6777363  
Mobile: (971-50) 5720527 
Fax: (971-2) 6770501 
E-mail: waiel4496@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
B.  UNITED NATIONS SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 

 
Economic Commission for Africa 
 
Mr. Stephen Maxwell Donkor 
Senior Regional Adviser on Water Resources 
P.O. Box 3001  
Addis Ababa 
Tel.: (2511) 517200/443422 
Fax: (2511) 514416 
E-mail: donkor@un.org or sdonkor@uneca.org. 
 
Economic Commission for Europe 
 
Mr. Branko F.M. Bosnjakovic 
Regional Adviser on Environment 
Palais des Nations 
CH-1211, Geneva 10, Switzerland 
Tel.: (41-22) 9172396 
Fax: (41-22) 9170107 
E-mail: branko.bosnjakovic@unece.org 

Food and Agricultural Organization of the United 
Nations 

 
Mrs. Solange Matta-Saadé 
Programme Assistant  
FAO Office in Lebanon 
Baabda, Lebanon 
Tel.: (961-5) 924005/6/7 and 468173 
Fax: (961-5) 922128/468173 
E-mail: fao-leb@dm.net.lb 
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United Nations Development Programme 
 
Ms. Lana Jamal Abu-Hijleh 
Programme Assistant to the Palestinian People 
Head of Infrastructure and Environment Unit 
4A Ya’kubi Str. 
P.O. Box  51359, Jerusalem 
Tel.:  (972-2) 6268200 
Fax:  (972-2) 6268222 
E-mail: lana.abu-hijleh@undp.org 
 
United Nations Environment Programme/ 

Mediterranean Action Plan 
 
Mr. Arab Hoballah 
Deputy Coordinator, Coordinator Unit  
Vas. Konstantinou 48, (2nd floor) 
11635 Athens 
Tel.: (30-1) 7273126/117/100 
Fax: (30-1) 7253196/7 
E-mail: hoballah@unepmap.gr 
 
United Nations Industrial Development 

Organization 
 
Mr. Giuseppe Papuli 
Representative 
UN House, Riad El-Solh Square 
P.O. Box 11-8575, Beirut  
Tel.: (961-1) 981301/20, ext. 1602 
Mobile:  (961-3) 525775  
Fax: (961-1) 981415 
E-mail: papuli.unido@dm.net.lb 
 

United Nations University/International Network 
for Water, Environmental and Health 

 
Mr. Walid A.K. Saleh 
Regional Coordinator - MENA 
Amman 
Tel.: (962-6) 5330334 
Fax: (962-6) 5330309 
E-mail: wsaleh.unu-INWEH@nchrd.gov.jo 
 
World Health Organization Office in Lebanon 
 
Dr. Habib M. Latiri 
WHO Representative 
Beirut 
Tel.: (961-1) 612970/1/2 
Fax: (961-1) 612973 
 
WHO/Regional Centre for Environmental Health 

Activities 
 
Mr. Hamed Bakir 
Regional Adviser, Environmental Health 
P.O. Box 926967 Amman 11110 
Tel.: (962-6) 684655/5524655 
Fax: (962-6) 5516591 
E-mail: bakirh@who-ceha.org.jo 
 
The World Bank 
 
Mr. Sherif K.F. Arif 
Regional Environmental Coordinator 
Rural Development, Water and Environment 

Department, Middle East and North Africa 
Region  

1818 H Street, N.W. Washington D.C. 20433 
Tel.: (202) 473 7315 
Fax: (202)  4771374 
E-mail: sarif@worldbank.org

 
C.  ARAB FUNDS, REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

 
The Arab Center for the Studies of Arid 

 Zones and Dry Lands 
 
Dr. Gilani M. Abdelgawad 
Director of Soil and Water Use Studies Division 
P.O. Box 2440 
Damascus 
Tel.: (963-11) 5743087/5743039/5758413 
Fax: (963-11) 5743063 
E-mail: acsad@net.sy 
Web site: www.acsad.org 
 

Mr. Wathek Rasoul Agha 
Prof. in D.U., Water Resources Expert 
P.O. Box 2440 
Damascus 
Tel.: (963-11) 5743087/39 /3337370 
Fax: (963-11) 5743063 
E-mail: acsad@net.sy 
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Mr. Mohammad S. Abido 
Expert 
P.O. Box 2440 
Damascus 
Tel.: (963-11) 5743087/5743039/5758413 
Fax: (963-11) 5743063 
E-mail: acsad@net.sy 
 
Arab Planning Institute 
 
Dr. Ali Abdel Gadir 
Consultant 
P.O. Box 5834 
Safat 13059, Kuwait 
Tel.: (965) 4843130 
Fax: (965) 4842935 
E-mail: aali@api.org.kw 
 
Arab Industrial Development and Mining 

Organization 
  
Mr. Zakaria Elbrahimi  
Expert 
Rabat 
Tel.: 037 772600 
Fax: 037 772188 
E-mail: aidmo@arifonet.org.ma 

 
Center for Environment and Development for the 

Arab Region and Europe 
 
Dr. Ahmad Wagdy 
Water Specialist 
2 Hegaz Street, CEDARE Bldg 
P.O. Box 1057 Heliopolis 
Cairo 
Tel.: 4513921/2/3/4 
Fax: 4513916/7/8  
E-mail: cedare@ritsecl.com.eg 
 
Environment Protection Council 
 
Mr. Salem Abdulla M. Baquhaizel 
General Director 
Environmental Monitoring and Evaluation 
P.O. Box 19719 
Sana’a 
Tel.: (967-1) 257572/3 
Fax: (967-1) 257549 
E-mail: aligaber.nou@y.net.ye 

 

Islamic Development Bank 
 
Dr. Karim Allaoui 
Vice President Operations’ Technical Assistant 
P.O. Box 5925 
Jeddah 21432, Saudi Arabia 
Tel.: (966-2) 6466729 
Fax: (966-2) 6374131 
E-mail: karimallaoui@hotmail.com 
 
International Center for Agricultural Research in 

the Dry Areas 
 
Dr. Jan Valkoum 
Head, Genetic Resources Unit 
P.O. Box 5466 
Aleppo, Syrian Arab Republic 
Tel.: (963-21) 2213477  
Fax: (963-21) 2213490  
E-mail: ICARDA@CGIAR.ORG 
 
Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research 
 
Ms. Reem Saad Al-Nafisi 
Research Associate 
Environmental Science Department 
P.O. Box 24885 
Safat - 13109, Kuwait 
Tel.: (965) 4818712/4836100, ext. 4407 
Fax: (965) 4845350 
E-mail: Rnafisi@safat.kisr.edu.kw 
 
Middle East Desalination Research Center 
 
Ms. Shannon McCarthy 
Associate Director for Development 
P.O. Box 21, Al-Khuwair 
133, Muscat   
Tel.: (968) 695351, ext. 34  
Fax: (968) 697107 
E-mail: smcarthy@medrc.org.om 
 
Regional Organization for the Protection of 

Marine Environment 
 
Dr. Nahida  Bader Al-Majed 
Environmental Specialist 
P.O. Box 26388  
Safat 13124, Kuwait 
Tel.: (965) 5312140/4 
Fax: (965) 5335243/5324172 
E-mail: ropme@qualitynet.net 
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D.  ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS 
 
American University of Beirut 
 
Dr. Mey Salim Jurdi 
Chairperson, Environmental Health Department 
Faculty of Health Sciences 
Beirut 
Tel.: (961-1) 350000 
Mobile: (961-3) 916580 
Fax: (961-1) 744470 
E-mail: mjurdi@aub.edu.lb 
 
Dr. Abbas El-Zein 
Visiting Associate Professor  
Department of Environmental Health 
Faculty of Health Sciences 
Beirut 
Tel.: (961-1) 350000, ext. 4670  
Fax: (961-1) 744470 
E-mail: abbas.elzein@aub.edu.lb 

Mr. Raif Khalid Milki 
Lecturer, Department of Environmental Health 
Faculty of Health Sciences 
P.O. Box 11-0236 
Beirut 
Tel.: (961-1) 350000, ext. 4630 
Mobile:  (961-3) 501723 
Fax: (961-1) 744470 
E-mail: rm01@aub.edu.lb 
 
Mansoura University 
 
Dr. Adel Farid Abdel-Kader 
Expert 
2, Street 277 Off 263 
New Maadi, Cairo 
Tel.: (202) 0101200152 
E-mail: adel.farid@menanet.net 

E.  LEBANESE RESEARCH CENTRES, GOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS AND PRIVATE SECTOR 

 
Mr. George Abu-Jawdeh 
Former UNDP Resident Representative 
Lebanese Environment Forum 
C/O UNDP Office  
Beirut 
Tel.: (961-3) 438269  
Fax: (961-1) 886771/2 
E-mail: gabujawdeh@hotmail.com 
  
Mr. Hratch H. Kouyoumijian 
Director 
Division of Environmental Sciences 
National Council for Scientific Research 
P.O. Box 11-8281 
Bir Hassan, Beirut 
Tel.: (961-1) 840260 
Fax: (961-1) 822639 
E-mail: kuymjian@cnrs.edu.lb 
 
Mr. Hassane A. Jaber 
Vice-President 
Lebanese Association for the Management of 

Energy and Environment 
P.O. Box 50184  
Furn El-Chebak, Beirut 
Tel.: (961-1) 644901 
Fax: (961-1) 385043  
E-mail: hjaber@litcom.com.lb 
 

Mr. Fady Yarak 
Executive Director 
Rene Moawad Foundation  (Friedrich Noaman) 
P.O. Box 468, Hazmieh, Lebanon 
Tel.: 01-613367/8/9  
Fax: 01-613370 
E-mail: fyarak@rmf.org.lb 
 
Mr. Suhail Edmond Srour 
Associate Expert 
Dar Al-Handasah 
Verdun St., Beirut 
Tel.: (961-1) 320744 
E-mail: Suhail.srour@darbeirut.com 
 
Mr. Omar Jean Sakr 
Environment Project Manager 
Local Private Company “Schtroumpf” 
Jounieh, Lebanon 
Tel.: (961-9) 900214 
Fax: (961-9) 931593 
E-mail: omar@schtroumpflb.com 
 
Ms. Raghida Haddad 
Executive Editor, Environment and Development 

Magazine 
P.O. Box 113-5474 
Hamra, Beirut 
Tel.: (961-1) 742043 
Fax: (961-1) 346465 
E-mail: envidev@mectat.com.lb 
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Ms. Hiam Afif Kreidie 
President  
Window to Environment Association 
Shehade St., Akiki Bldg., Tabaris 
Achrafieh, Beirut 
Tel.: (961-1) 200077 
Mobile: (961-3) 747800 
Fax: (961-1) 200076 
 
Mr. Malek Ghandour 
General Secretary 
AMWAJ of the Environment and LEF 
Jaber Bldg., Verdun Street 
Beirut 
Tel.: (961-3) 241451 
Fax: (961-1) 791140 
E-mail: amwajenvt@hotmail.com 
 
Ms. Dalia Abdallah Khalil 
Vision Consulting Group 
Policy Investment Consultants 
Boulevard Saida, Beirut 
Tel.: (961-1) 385707 
Fax: (961-1) 385703 
E-mail: dalia-k@cyberia.net.lb 

Mr. Tarek Joseph Chemaly 
Head of Department 
Directorate-General of Civil Aviation 
Beirut International Airport 
Beirut 
Tel.: (961-3) 731907 
E-mail: Tarekchemaly@postmark.net 
 
Ms. Carla Ghassan Khalil 
Controller of the Recycling Department 
Sukleen  (Sukkar Group) 
Karantina Road, Sikkey Bldg. 
Beirut 
Tel.: (961-1) 587001/2 
Fax: (961-1) 583002 
E-mail: carla_khalil@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

    
F.  EMINENT PERSONS 

 
Professor Osama A. El-Kholy 
Director 
Technology Management Programme   
AGU, P.O. Box 26671, Manama 
Tel.: (973) 239603 
Fax: (973) 272555 
E-mail: osama@agu.edu.bh 
 
Dr. Davood Ghasemzadeh 
Environmental Policy Analyst 
OPEC, Obere Donaustrasse 93 
1020 Vienna   
Tel.: (431) 21112/297 
Fax: (431) 2164320 
E-mail: dghasemzadeh@opec.org 
 
Dr. Hisham Khatib 
Vice Chairman  
World Energy Council 
P.O. Box 925387, Amman 11190 
Tel.: (962-6) 5621532/5815316 
Fax: (962-6) 5698556 
E-mail: khatib@nets.com.jo 
 

Mr. Mohamed A. El-Guindy 
Chairman 
Friends of the Environment Association  
8 Ahmed El-Adham St. 
San Stefano, Alexandria, Egypt 
Tel.: (203) 5837539/5831877 
Fax: (203) 5820211/3930079 
E-mail: fea@access.com.eg 
 MElguindy@newfuture.com 
 
Dr. Emad El-Din Adly 
General Coordinator  
Arab Network for Environment 
 and Development 
P.O. Box 2, Magles Elshaaba, Cairo 
Tel.: (202) 3041634 
Fax : (202) 3041635 
E-mail: aoye@link.net 
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Dr. Samir Makdisi 
Chair  
Economics Department 
Institute of Money and Banking 
American University of Beirut 
Beirut 
Tel.: (961-1) 744485 
Fax: (961-1) 744484 
E-mail: makdisi@aub.edu.lb 
 
Ms. Fahima Charafeddine 
Professor  
Lebanese University 
P.O. Box 13-6576, Shouran 
Beirut 
Tel.: (961-3) 815820 
Fax: (961-5) 950209 
E-mail: fahima@cyberia.net.lb 
 
Dr. Samira Naim Khoury 
Instructor  
Cultural Studies Programme 
President  
Arab Women Solidarity (NGO) 
Civilization Sequence Programme 
American University of Beirut 
P.O. Box 113-6615 
Bliss St., Beirut 
Tel.: (961-1) 350000 
Mobile: (961-3) 237507 
Fax: (961-1) 802193/743057 
E-mail: sk05@aub.edu.lb 
 
Dr. Mona Khalaf 
Director  
Institute for Women’s Studies in the Arab World 
Lebanese American University  
Mobile: (961-3) 680192 
Fax: 01-791645 
E-mail: mkhalaf@lau.edu.lb 
 
Mr. Samir Said Haddad 
Chairman of the Commission on Environment 
International Chamber of Commerce-Lebanon 
Ashrafieh, Beirut 
Tel.: 01-200437/03-273087 
Fax: 01-321220 
E-mail: iccleb@sodetel.net.lb 

Dr. Samira Ibrahim Islam 
Professor Pharmacology 
Faculty of Medicine and Allied Sciences 
Head of Drug Monitoring Unit 
King Abdulaziz University 
P.O. Box 488 
Jeddah 21411, Saudi Arabia 
Tel.: (966-2) 6895922 
Fax: (966-2) 6893091 
E-mail: sislam@kaau.edu.sa 
 
Dr. Khaled I. Hariri 
Former Cabinet Minister  
Vice Chairman of the Environmental Protection 

Council in Yemen 
Strategic Action Programme for the Red Sea and 

Gulf of Aden 
The Regional Organization for the Conservation 

of the Environment of the Red Sea and Gulf of 
Aden 

PERSGA/SAP 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 
Tel.: (966-2) 2260864 - 6573224 
Fax: (966-2) 6521901 
E-mail: khaled.hariri@persga.org 
 
Mr. Moh’d Nabil Alaa El-Din 
Vice Dean  
College of Graduate Studies  
Director  
Biotechnology Graduate Programme 
Arabian Gulf University 
P.O. Box  26671 
Manama 
Tel.: (973) 239602 - 9653553 
Fax: (973) 272555 - 274028 
E-mail:  (office): nabeel@agu.edu.bh 
   (home): nabil544@bateles.com.bh 
 
Prof. Eqbal I. Al-Rahmani 
Associate Professor 
Department of Economics  
Chair 
College of Administrative Sciences 
Kuwait University 
P.O. Box 5486 
Safat 13055, Kuwait 
Tel.: (965) 2521534 
Fax: (965) 2519408 
E-mail: eqbal@kuc01.kuniv.edu.kw 
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G.  ORGANIZING BODIES 
 
Department for Economic and Social Affairs 
 
Mr. Roderick Holesgrove 
Division for Sustainable Development 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
UN Headquarters 
Two UN Plaza, Room DC2-2230,  
New York, NY 10017 
Tel.: (1-212) 963-5104 
Fax: (1-212) 963-4260 
E-mail: holesgrove@un.org 
 
United Nations Environment Programme/ 

Regional Office for Western Asia 
 
Mr. Mahmood Y. Abdulraheem  
Regional Director  
Villa No. 2113 
Road 2432 Center 324 
P.O. Box 10880 
Manama 
Tel.: (973) 826600 
Fax: (973) 825110/1 
E-mail: uneprowa@batelco.com.bh  
             Myunrowa@batelco.com.bh 
 

Mr. Habib N. El-Habr 
Deputy Regional Director 
Villa No. 2113 
Road 2432 Center 324 
P.O. Box 10880 
Manama 
Tel.: (973) 826600 
Fax: (973) 825110/1 
 
League of Arab States/Council of Arab Ministers 

Responsible for the Environment 
 
Ms. Fatma S.E. El-Mallah 
Director  
Productive Sectors and Environment 
Department for Economic Affairs 
Tahrir Square, Cairo 11642 
Tel.: (202) 575 0511/575 3078 
Fax:  (202) 574 0331/761 017/779 549 
 

H.  ESCWA SECRETARIAT 
 

United Nations House 
Riad El-Solh Square 
P.O. Box 11-8575 

Tel. (961-1) 981301 
Fax: (961-1) 981510 

 
Ms. Mervat Tallawy 
Executive Secretary 
 
Ms. Mariam Al-Awadhi 
Deputy Executive Secretary 
 
Mr. Omar Touqan 
Chief, Energy, Natural Resources and 

Environment Division  
 
Mr. Zeki Fattah 
Chief, Economic Development Issues and Policies 

Division  
  
Mr. Hosny Khordagui 
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Annex II 
 

ORGANIZATION OF WORK 
 

Monday, 9 April 2001  
 
08:30 – 10:00 a.m. Registration. 
 
10:00 – 11:00 a.m. Opening session. 
 
 Opening statements 

 - Chief, Energy, Natural Resources and Environment Division  
  Mr. Omar Touqan 
 - Regional Director, UNEP/ROWA 
  Mr. Mahmood Abdulraheem 

- Council of Arab Ministers Responsible for Environment, Technical  
Secretariat (CAMRE)  

  Ms. Fatma El-Mallah  
 - Division for Sustainable Development/DESA 
  Mr. Rod Holesgrove 
 - Executive Secretary of ESCWA 
   Ms. Mervat Tallawy 
 - H.E. Minister of Environment 
  Dr. Michel Moussa  
 
11:00 – 11:30 a.m. Break. 
 

Thematic Round Table on “Regional Preparations for the 2002 Johannesburg 
World Summit on Sustainable Development” 

 
 I.  First session (Achievements and Obstacles) 
 
 Chairpersons: Mr. Mahmood Abdulraheem  
  Mr. Omar Touqan 
 
11:30 – 11:45 a.m. Introductory statement: Mr. Rod Holesgrove (DESA) 
 
 1.  Socio-economic aspects 
 
11:45 a.m. – Noon Social Aspects of Sustainable Development in the ESCWA Region 
 Ms. Fatma Kassem (ESCWA)  
 
Noon – 12:15 p.m.  Discussion. 
 
  2.  Environmental management–Governance 
 
12:15 – 12:30 p.m Governance for Sustainable Development in the ESCWA Region  
 Mr. Hosny Khordagui  (ESCWA)  
 
12:30 – 12:45 p.m. The Road from Environmental Protection to Sustainable Development: A Case 

Study of Governance in the Arab region 
 Mr. Osama El-Kholy (UNEP/ROWA) 
 
12:45 – 1:00 p.m. Discussion. 
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Monday, 9 April 2001 (continued)  
  
 3.  Water supply and management 
 
1:00 – 1:15 p.m. Implications of Agenda 21 Chapter 18  
 Mr. Mohamed Abdulrazzak  (ESCWA) 
 
1:15 – 1:30 p.m. Water Demand Management and Pollution Control 

Key to Securing and Safeguarding the Water Supply of MENA in the 21st 
Century 

  Mr. Hamed Bakeer (WHO) 
 
1:30 – 1:45 p.m. Discussion. 
 
  4.  Energy, industry and waste management   
 
1:45 – 2:00 p.m. The Necessities and Possibilities of Using Solar Energy for Achieving 
 Sustainable Development  

 Ms. Anhar Hegazi (ESCWA) 
 
2:00 – 2:15 p.m.  Impacts of GHG Mitigation Strategies on Developing Countries: Perspective 

from OPEC Countries  
 Mr. Ghasemzadeh (OPEC) 

 
2:15 – 2:30 p.m. Discussion. 
 
2:30 – 3:00 p.m. Break. 
 
 5.  Land degradation 
 
3:00 – 3:15 p.m. Desertification and Land Degradation 

 Mr. Moh’d Nabil Alaa El-Din (UNEP/ROWA) 
     
3:15 – 3:30 p.m. GEO-3 Process in the Field of Land Degradation 

 Mr. Ahmad Abido (UNEP/ROWA) 
 
3:30 – 3:45 p.m. Discussion. 
 
 6.  Marine environment  
 
3:45 – 4:00 p.m.  Background Paper on the Marine Environment of the ROWA Region 

 Mr. Hratch Kouyoumjian (UNEP/ROWA) 
 
4:00 – 4:15 p.m.  Achieving Sustainable Development of Coastal and Marine Areas in the 

ROPME Region 
 Ms. Naheda Al-Majed (UNEP/ROWA) 

 
4:15 – 4:30 p.m. Discussion. 
 
 7.  Trade and environment 
 
4:30 – 4:45 p.m. Trade and Environment 

 Ms. Christine Fakhoury (ESCWA) 
 
4:45 – 5:00 p.m. Discussion. 
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Tuesday 10 April 2001 
 

II.  Second session (National, Subregional and Regional Initiatives to 
Respond to Regional Problems) 

 
 Chairperson: Mr. Osama El-Kholy 
 
08:30 a.m. – Noon Round-table discussion to elaborate on actions, initiatives, innovative 

approaches, challenges and opportunities at the national, regional and 
international levels.  

 
Noon – 12:30 p.m. Break. 
 
 III.  Third session (Global Initiatives) 
 

 Chairperson: Mr. Osama El-Kholy 
 
12:30 – 4:30 p.m.  Discussion of initiatives, innovative approaches and opportunities at the global 

level. 
 
Wednesday 11 April 2001  
 
 IV.  Fourth session (Consideration of Report of Round Table) 
 
 Chairperson: Mr. Osama El-Kholy   
 
09:00 – 11:00 a.m. Discussion of report. 
 

 V.   Fifth session (Closing Session) 
 
 Chairperson: Mr. Osama El-Kholy 
 
11:00 a.m – Noon Adoption of recommendations. 
 
Noon – 12:30 p.m. Break. 
 

“Expert Group Meeting on the Development of Harmonized Environmental  
Impact Assessment in the ESCWA region” 

 
   I.  First session 
 
   Chairpersons: Mr. Omar Touqan 

 Mr. Habib El-Habr 
 
12:30 – 1:00 p.m. Evaluation of environmental impact assessment in selected ESCWA Countries.   
   Mr. Hosny Khordagui (ESCWA) 
 
1:00 – 2:30   Discussion. 
 
1:30 – 2:00 p.m. Development of Guidelines for a Harmonized EIA Suitable for the ESCWA region  

Ms. El-Sayeda Moustafa (ESCWA) 
 
2:00 – 2:30 p.m. Discussion. 
 
2:30 – 3:00 p.m. European Experience in Developing the Convention on EIA in a Transboundary 

Context 
   Mr. Branko Bosnjakovic, Regional Adviser on Environment (ECE) 
 
3:00 – 3:30 p.m. Discussion. 
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Thursday 12 April 2001  
 
   II.  Second session (Presentations by Regional Arab and International 

Organizations) 
   Chairpersons: Mr. Mahmood Abdulraheem 
   Mr. Emad Adly 
 
09:00 – 09:15 a.m. Impact Assessment on Land Degradation and Biodiversity in West Asia 
    Mr. Jan Valkoum (GRU/ICARDA) 
 
09:15 – 09:25 a.m. Discussion. 
 
09:25 – 09:40 a.m. Status of Land Degradation in Western Asia Arab Countries and Measures Taken to 

Combat it Since Rio Conference 1992 
Mr. Gilani Abdelgawad (SWUD/ACSAD) 
 

09:40 – 09:50 a.m. Discussion. 
 
09:50 – 10:05 a.m. Decision-Support System for Assessment of Environmental Impacts Associated 

with Irrigation projects. 
    Mr. Ahmed Wagdy (CEDARE) 
 
10:05 – 10:15 a.m. Discussion. 
 
10:15 – 10:45 a.m. Break. 
 
   III.  Third session (Presentations by Member States) 
 
   Chairpersons: Mr. Hisham Al-Khatib 
   Mr. Ahmed Abul-Azm 
 
10:45 – 10:55 a.m. Country Paper of Iraq 
    Mr. Sami Mati Polous 
 
10:55 – 11:05 a.m. Country Paper of UAE 
    Mr. Waiel Basil Mustafa 
 
11:05 – 11:15 a.m. Country Paper of Qatar 
    Mr. Abdul Hadi Nasser Al-Marri 
 
11:15 – 11:25 a.m. Country Paper of Syrian Arab Republic 
    Mr. Fouad El-O’k 
 
11:25 – 11:40 a.m. Discussion. 
 
11:40 – 11:50 a.m. Country Paper of Saudi Arabia 
    Mr. Taha Alghazi 
 
11:50 a.m. – Noon Country Paper of Arab Republic of Egypt 
    Mr. Ahmed Abul-Azm 
 
Noon – 12:10 p.m. Country Paper of Sultanate of Oman 
    Mr. Ahmed bin Abdullah Mahroos 
 
12:10 – 12:20 p.m. Country Paper of Lebanon 
    Mr. Ramez Kayyal 
 
12:20 – 12:35 p.m. Discussion. 
 
12:35 – 1:00 p.m. Break. 
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Thursday 12 April 2001 (continued) 
 

Fourth session (Round Table on Harmonization of EIA Policies in ESCWA 
Member Countries) 
 

   Chairpersons: Mr. Omar Touqan 
    Mr. Hosny Khordagui 

 Mr. Sami Polous 
 

1:00 – 2:00 p.m. Round table discussions. 
 
2:00 – 2:30 p.m. Conclusion and approval of general recommendations. 
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Annex III 
 

PROVISIONAL LIST OF DOCUMENTS 
 

Symbol Title 

E/ESCWA/ENR/2001/WG.1/L.2 Provisional agenda 
 

E/ESCWA/ENR/2001/WG.1/3 Harmonization of EIA: an Egyptian perspective 
 

E/ESCWA/ENR/2001/WG.1/4 Environmental management in Saudi Arabia: an overview of 
environmental impact assessment procedures 
 

E/ESCWA/ENR/2001/WG.1/5 Environmental impact assessment system in Lebanon: an evaluation 
of the need for harmonizing the EIA policies in the ESCWA member 
States 
 

E/ESCWA/ENR/2001/WG.1/6 Status of land degradation in Western Asia Arab countries and 
measures taken to combat it since Rio Conference 1992 
 

E/ESCWA/ENR/2001/WG.1/7 Assessment of Palestinian EIA policy 
 

E/ESCWA/ENR/2001/WG.1/8 The role and function of NGO’s as one of the main actors engaged in 
sustainable development 
 

E/ESCWA/ENR/2001/WG.1/9 The road from environmental protection to sustainable development 
a case study of governance in the Arab region 
 

E/ESCWA/ENR/2001/WG.1/10 Implications of Agenda 21 Chapter 18 
 

E/ESCWA/ENR/2001/WG.1/11 Trade and environment impact assessment in selected ESCWA 
countries 
 

E/ESCWA/ENR/2001/WG.1/12 Evaluation of environmental impact assessment in selected ESCWA 
countries 
 

E/ESCWA/ENR/2001/WG.1/13 Development of guidelines for harmonized environmental impact 
assessment for the ESCWA region 
 

E/ESCWA/ENR/2001/WG.1/14 الملامح الرئيسية للتشريعات البيئية بمنطقة الإسكوا 
 

E/ESCWA/ENR/2001/WG.1/15 Water demand management and pollution control: key to securing 
and safeguarding the water supplies of MENA in the 21st century 
 

E/ESCWA/ENR/2001/WG.1/16  سلطنة عُمان-تقييم التأثيرات البيئية  
 

E/ESCWA/ENR/2001/WG.1/17 Background paper on the marine environment of the ROWA region 
 

E/ESCWA/ENR/2001/WG.1/18 Achieving sustainable development of coastal and marine areas in 
the ROPME region 
 

E/ESCWA/ENR/2001/WG.1/19 United Arab Emirates practices in implementing environmental 
impact assessment 
 

E/ESCWA/ENR/2001/WG.1/CP.1 Country paper Syrian Arab Republic 
 

E/ESCWA/ENR/2001/WG.1/CP.2  جمهورية العراق: ورقة قطرية 

E/ESCWA/ENR/2001/WG.1/CP.3 Qatar country paper 
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Annex IV 
 

MEETING EVALUATION 
 

A. Organizational aspects Excellent Very good Good Poor Very poor 
 Timing of the Meeting 17 %  80 %   
 Duration of the Meeting  40 % 50 %   
 Interaction among participants  50 %    
 Coordination among co-organizers  50 %    
 Documents and material 40 % 50 %    

 
B. Substantive aspects of the Meeting Excellent Very good Good Poor Very poor 
 Socio-economic implications  30 % 40 %   
 Trade and environment  8 % 75 %   
 Energy  42 % 33 %   
 Land degradation  42 % 50 %   
 Water 10 % 50 % 40 %   
 Marine and coastal zone  58 % 42 %   
 Governance 20 % 25 % 30 %   
 EIA  50 % 33 %   

 
C. Structure of the Meeting Excellent Very good Good Poor Very poor 
 Presentations by speakers  85 %    
 Time for discussion  25 % 55 %   
 Focus of the discussion   60 %   
 Level of participation and interest generated  40 % 40 %   
 Professional mix of participants 10 %  60 %   

 
D.  Documentation provided Excellent Very good Good Poor Very poor 
 Quality of information 8 % 60 % 25 %   
 Up to date information 8 % 33 % 50 %   
  Relevance to our area of work 18 % 27 % 35 %   
 Sufficient quantity to cover the themes  33 % 55 %   
 Quality of reproduction 18 % 50 % 27 %   

 
E.  Overall impact Excellent Very good Good Poor Very poor 
 Strength of capacity 10 % 50 % 40 %   
 Clarification of issues 16 % 40 % 40 %   
 Exchange of ideas and experience 16 % 25 % 60 %   

 
Further suggestions 

1. There is a need to hold additional meetings to review sustainable development strategies and action 
plans. 

2. There is a need for a private unit responsible for follow-up to the EIA process in the ESCWA region 
3. There is an urgent need to train nationals to implement the process efficiently. 
4. Implementation of a capacity-building programme for the EIA process is needed. 

 


